
SHS Senior- End of Year Info and FAQs 
 

Congratulations, seniors! Please read this thoroughly—there is a TON of important info here! 
 
Essential Dates—mark your calendar! 

 Week of June 1: virtual practice for graduation—all students must watch! It will be shown via Teams.  
 June 4: Senior Packet Pickup at bus loop from 8am-5pm  
 June 8: GRADUATION at 7:30am at Memorial Stadium John McKissick Field (students in seats by 

7:00am). Rain date is Friday, June 12.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. What is the best way to keep up with info and announcements? 
We have MANY ways to keep up—you should try to use multiple ways. We have Instagram, 
Facebook, the school website, and a NEW TEAMS CLASS just for seniors!  

 Instagram: @summervillehigh 
 Facebook: @shsgreenwave 
 Teams (app or online): class name is ADVISORY 
  Website: http://shs.ddtwo.org/ 

 
2. Why did the graduation date change? Will it change again?  

When the school closure was announced, there was great uncertainty about the ability to have our 
scheduled graduation for May 30 at the Coliseum. As health and social conditions became more 
complex, the District secured an alternate date in July at the Coliseum for a possible back up. 
However, with continued uncertainty and being faced with the unlikelihood of a Coliseum ceremony 
with thousands of guests, a decision to allow a limited in-person ceremony at our own stadium was 
made after careful consideration.  We understand that any time dates and plans change, it can create 
hardship, uncertainty, and stress. We hope that our current plans do not change. However, we do 
have a rain date of Friday, June 12 at 7:30am in case it is needed. Please be patient and flexible—
we are working hard to have a great ceremony for our students!  
 

3. I wish I could have another guest at graduation- choosing 2 people is hard. Are there extra 
tickets? Will it be shown on the internet?  
Unfortunately, due to the seating space, the class size, and the need to adhere to social distancing 
guidelines, each student will be given 2 guest tickets. Tickets will be taken at the gates; no guests 
will be admitted without a ticket. Appropriate seating areas will be marked in the stands so guests 
know where they are allowed to sit; guests will be seated in pairs. We understand and empathize 
with you that being limited to only two guests hurts. This is not the way any of us planned for your 
year to end. However, we are still excited to be able to offer you an in-person ceremony to recognize 
your academic achievements.  
 
Please keep in mind that not all students will be attending the ceremony for various reasons. Since all 
students will receive 2 tickets, you may have a friend that can give you one. Additionally, the District 
is working hard to provide a platform for a live-feed of the event online. As soon as the link is 
available, we will announce it. Right now, we do not know when that will be. Again, we ask for your 
continued patience. We are all in new territory here! We may also try a secondary feed on Facebook 
Live from the SHS Facebook page. If your family has not followed our page yet, it would be a good 
time to add us. @shsgreenwave 
 
 

http://shs.ddtwo.org/


4. What are the expectations at the graduation ceremony? 
We have always been so proud of how our students conduct themselves at graduation, and we know 
the class of 2020 will be great! You all have overcome major obstacles to be here! This is an historic 
time in your lives—and for Summerville High School. We have not hosted graduation at the stadium 
since the late 1990s, so the Class of 2020 is going Old School! We are so excited to be having our 
ceremony, and we know it will great despite the necessary limitations.  
 
Health/Safety: Students and guests are required to wear a mask in the stadium. Students will 
receive 3 masks in their Senior Packet on June 4 for this use. However, you are welcome to wear your 
own personal mask if desired. Students may pull down the mask to walk across the stage. Custodians 
will be on hand to clean in restrooms as needed. Guests will be seated in family pairs in marked areas 
to allow for social distancing. Student seats and rows will be placed with social distance on the field. 
There will be no hand shaking on the stage as students cross. Attendees may not congregate in 
groups. They should remain seated upon arrival and then depart the stadium and parking areas 
when released.  
 
Students: We need you to be on time (inside the stadium and AT YOUR SEAT by 7:00am). We will 
not be processing in this year; students will report directly to their assigned seat. Please be dressed 
correctly and be respectful during the ceremony. Your line leader will collect your keys and phones- 
we do check gowns and pockets. Students cannot carry items into the ceremony. We also ask that 
your family DOES NOT celebrate too much when your name is called-- because the next person’s 
name might not be heard. Ultimately, the graduation ceremony is a privilege not a right. We do not 
like to prevent our students from attending, but it can be done if necessary.  
 
Guests: Stadium gates will open at 6am for early birds. Tickets will be taken at the gate; each guest 
MUST have a ticket to enter. There is no re-entry if a person chooses to leave. Guests must remain 
seated and may not congregate. Masks are required to be worn in the stadium. Approved seating 
areas will be marked; guests will be sitting in pairs. During the ceremony, please do not move toward 
the front of the stands, as this will block views of other guests. Tumbleston Photography will be there 
to capture each student’s time on the stage. Pre-order these pics now online at their website 
https://tumbleston.hhimagehost.com/SHS.  Please remain seated until all graduates have exited. 
GUESTS WILL BE RELEASED TO EXIT IN SHIFTS. YOU MUST WAIT UNTIL YOUR SECTION IS CALLED 
IN ORDER TO EXIT. Guests and students will not be allowed to congregate at the stadium or in the 
parking lot after the ceremony. Guests who do not adhere to the established guidelines may be 
escorted from the stadium.  
 

5. We still have not gotten the refund for the senior trip. When will that be? 
Our travel agent is currently waiting for refunds from the bus company. We want to be able to have 
as much of a refund as possible to pass on to you. Unfortunately, this process has taken longer than 
we had hoped, but it is out of our hands. As soon as we are able to process refunds, it will be done 
with haste. We have no plans to hold funds. We understand it is frustrating, but please continue to be 
patient.  
 

6. I have not told my counselor my plans for next year yet. How can I get a transcript sent?  
Most seniors that were at school for Jostens pickup filled out a green sheet that had 4 choices. These 
sheets were given to your counselor so you are good. If you have not done this yet, please email your 
counselor ASAP with the info! You can always email your counselor to follow up with any questions! 
 

_____a. I am going to college. Please send my final transcript to ____________ College.  
_____b. I am entering the work force. I am/will be working at _______________.  
_____c. I am joining the armed forces. I will be in the _________________.  
_____d. I do not yet have plans for after graduation.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftumbleston.hhimagehost.com%2FSHS&data=02%7C01%7C%7C652a2b7c95fc4813c81008d7f6896b24%7Ce0ea099fd4f04e568e965c5ad6eedfb8%7C1%7C0%7C637248942998582962&sdata=scwxcLN18VXxT7Wlok984tZJxaNU2E9DUy0b6gmSSsg%3D&reserved=0


 
7. I haven’t ordered a cap and gown yet! Is it too late? 

You need to purchase the cap/gown/tassel/diploma cover combo as soon as possible from our 
Jostens supplier, Carroll School Services (lowcountrygrad.com). Please go to their office to make the 
purchase. We hope they will have a representative at graduation also for last-minute purchases.   
Address: 1030 LeGrand Blvd.; Charleston, SC  29492  

 
8. Do we have Academic Awards for senior year? 

Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 school closure, we were not able to have our senior awards 
ceremony. However, seniors who earn an Academic Award will receive the medal/letter/BOT 
certificate in the Senior Packet on June 4. Students may wear the medal to graduation (and previous 
years’ medals too). Senior AA qualifications were altered due to the school closure; final grades on 
May 22 will be used to determine the list.  
 

9. What events do I need to go to at the end of the year? 
Graduation practice is usually the one mandatory event that all graduates must attend if they want to 
participate in the graduation ceremony. However, this year, we will have a VIRTUAL grad practice via 
Teams during the first week of June. Please download the Teams app to a smart phone or access 
Teams through your Office 365 account on a computer. Participating in the graduation ceremony is 
not required.  
 

10. When will I get my cords and final report card?  
We plan to give out Senior Packets from the bus loop on June 4 from 8am-5pm. Seniors who have not 
yet cleared all financial/book obligations may do so at that time so they can pick up their Senior 
Packet. All obligations must be cleared before the Senior Packet will be released.  
 
The Senior Packet will include:  

 2 guest tickets for the graduation ceremony (not replaceable if lost) 
 Cords from counselors and honor societies 
 Medals (Academic Awards, Distinguished Honor Grad, Honor Grad) 
 Assigned row number and line leaders’ names 
 3 face masks for the student and two guests (wearing a mask is mandatory for students and 

guests) 
 Congratulatory letters from legislators 

 
11. I am not planning to walk at graduation. What do I do? 

We understand that some students/families will not be able to attend or do not wish to attend the 
graduation ceremony. All students will still receive their Senior Packets that include 2 tickets just in 
case they change their mind. There will be a seat planned for each student, and we will be calling 
each name at graduation, even if the student is not in attendance. We know that some families will be 
watching from home—they will still be able to hear all names being called.  Students who do not 
participate in graduation may pick up their diploma/cover on June 11 at school.  
 

12. Is there a dress code for graduation? 
Yes. Girls wear a dress/skirt/dress pants with dress shoes. Boys wear a dress shirt/tie or polo-type 
shirt, dress pants, and dress shoes. T-shirts may not be worn. Girls should NOT wear heels as they are 
very difficult to walk in on the grass field.  Flats or sandals are ideal. Jeans, tennis shoes, flip flops, and 
other casual clothing are not allowed. Students wearing inappropriate clothing will not be allowed to 
participate in the ceremony. Students will also wear their school-approved graduation regalia. 
Students may not alter the cap and gown—no decorations. Only school-provided and approved 
cords, medals, etc. may be worn. The gown will be creased from packaging, so a low heat iron or 



steam is needed ahead of time. Reminder that students will wear masks at all times except when 
walking across the stage.  
 

13. How does parking work at graduation? 
Parking will be available in nearby lots and streets (as like a football game). Parking in all areas is on 
a first-come basis. We encourage student/parents to ride together in one vehicle to conserve space. 
Handicap parking will be available near the old Rollings Middle School lot/gate. Security guards will 
only permit vehicles with valid handicap placards into that area. Notify administrators at Senior 
Packet Pickup if handicap guests are expected.  
 

14. One of my family members is handicapped. Is there parking and seating for them? 
Yes. See above regarding parking. We will have handicap seating in the stadium. We will ask you at 
Packet Pickup if you have a guest who will need handicap parking and seating. This will help us plan 
better.  
 

15. Are bags allowed at the stadium? 
No- we will have a no-bag policy for the stadium graduation. Also not allowed: umbrellas, horns, 
signs, balloons, etc. Guests will be asked to take these items back to vehicles before entering the 
stadium.  
 

16. Will there be a photographer at graduation?  
Yes. Tumbleston Photography always takes pictures of our students at graduation as they cross the 
stage. When you cross the stage to receive your diploma cover from Mr. Farrell, you will do a slight 
pause so the photographer can capture the moment. Please order pics online ahead of time at their 
website: https://tumbleston.hhimagehost.com/SHS 
  

17. What if I still owe money or textbooks?  
If you still owe obligations on June 4, your Senior Packet will be pulled. Please make sure you pay 
online via the link on the school website OR pay in person on May 26 from 8-12am or May 28 from 
12-6pm at the bus loop. We will also take payments on June 4. DO NOT wait until June 4 to take care of 
obligations! It will stress you out! 
 

18. I want to make sure my name is pronounced correctly at graduation. Who do I tell? 
All seniors who came to the original Jostens pick up date already had their name checked with Ms. 
Selander. If you are still concerned or you did not attend that day, please call her and leave a 
voicemail on how to pronounce your name. 843-873-6460 x51017. 
 

19. Can we decorate our graduation caps? 
No, you cannot decorate your cap or gown. Jostens will be on hand at graduation for students to 
purchase a new cap or tassel if needed. The only items allowed to be worn with the cap/gown are the 
school-provided cords and medals. Students who do not adhere to the assigned dress code will not be 
allowed to participate in the ceremony. The ceremony is a privilege, not a requirement. Early College 
students may wear their black cap/tassel from Trident Tech; however, the Green Wave gown must 
be worn.  
 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftumbleston.hhimagehost.com%2FSHS&data=02%7C01%7C%7C652a2b7c95fc4813c81008d7f6896b24%7Ce0ea099fd4f04e568e965c5ad6eedfb8%7C1%7C0%7C637248942998582962&sdata=scwxcLN18VXxT7Wlok984tZJxaNU2E9DUy0b6gmSSsg%3D&reserved=0

